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Mike Williams (CWC), as well as youth leader, Linda

I Ensman (United Church of Bristol) and four of their dedi-

A Constructivg  £eme
Group Additionally, quietly working behind the scenes, David
Hanlon has helped with architectural design work, as well as

A hel;‘ji?g plq/arg stpgcture a construction/rehab team that
'J aco b 0 S shourd t@gin ork'in cﬁf/ nLreighborhoods soon.
Team In 2007 the Jacob6s Ladder teal
ter (Catholic Family Center), Friends Helping Friends, Little
Lakes Church, Outreach Temple, RAIHN (Rochester Inter-
faith Hospitality Network), Rochester Family Mission and
about half their work hours were spent at Risego, Inc., on
The Project URGE team knownrAmetdougvwelcobds Ladder ¢, | ed

by Fred Stresing, has been active for over four years, Those interested in helping with this ministry should contact

painting, patching walls, drywalling, insulating, making Fred Stresing at 2297496 or email: Fred@projecturge.orgr
blkg ra_cks, scraping flpors, yard cleaup, sorting and you may call the Projet URGE office 228340,
delivering coats, building shelves, and much more. The

team centers around helping to restore and renovate fa-
cilities of organizations who serve the undeesourced
and who operate on highly restricted budgets.

David Hanlon

A priority is usually given to those affiliated with Project
URGE (approximately twenty), because these organiza-
tions have shown a willingness to collaborate with others.
Three or four people working here and there on two Satur-
days a month may not first appear significant; however,
these efforts in 2007 alone accounted for more than 300
collective hours in service labor, and a savings to these
organizations that exceeds $8000! The disappointing as-
pect for this team has to do with a lack of participation . Al
from a diverse church popul ation, &edPtresing w .
same three or four individuals showing up to do the work -
the past few years, despite bulletins in our newsletter,
church presentations and pleas for others to join at our
monthly meetings. There are churches on nearly every
corner in the City of Rochester, and yet there is little ef-
fort outside of their own four walls.

Volunteers are Chris Boss (Crosswinds Wesleyan Church,
Canandaiguad CWC), David Hanlon (CWC), Keith

Jarrell (Browncroft C.C.), Mike Mahoney (Grace UMC),
Garry Manuel (CWC), Joe Marchiony (Transfiguration
Church), Phil Rhoda (CWC), Steve Shoemaker (CWC)
and Fred Stresing , (St. Bridgets in Bloomfield),

Steve Shoemaker
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The Oral G. Roberts Wil liamson High S
Friday Night Youth Café Rochester Outreach

In October, West Avenue United Methodist Church, Rev. Once again, approximately fifty five students, faculty and
Adrienne Phillips, Pastor, celebrated the ongear anniver-  volunteers from Williamson High School came into the City
sary of the opening of its Friday Night Youth Café. As of Rochester to help with a variety of efforts for the following
part of the anniversary celebration, it was announced that Project URGE affiliates: Foodlink, Women's Place, Outreach
the official name of the Café would BEhe Oral G. Roberts  Temple Home Mission, Sanctuary House (CFC), Mercy Resi-
Friday Night Youth Cafénamed in memory of a youth dential, Grace Community Village and
member of the church, Oral Glendon Roberts, who was a Community Lutheran Ministry.

2005 victim of homicide.

This day of service has been an ongoing effort since the

The Café is designed as a safe haven for community youthSpring of 2005! School volunteers have come by bus and are
where they may come every Friday night, from 7:600:00  dropped off at the various locations to work for four to five
PM to have dinner and engage in fellowship and activities hours. The tasks vary from sorting food and clothing, to
under the supervision of volunteers who staff the program. cleaning, painting and organizing supplies for summer

camps.

The Café has community partnerships with the Otetiana
Council of the Boy Scouts of America, the Girl Scouts of  This has consistently been a wiwin for all involved. This
Genesee Valley, and The Neutral Zone Christian drama  partnership does several things: 1) creates awareness around
group. Community organizations and speakers are invited issues of poverty, 2) assists the organizations with lightening
in to share information, make presentations, and inspire  the work load, 3) plants a seed for community involvement in
and challenge the youth. the future and 4) builds new relationships.

On December 7, 2007 the Oral G. Roberts Friday Night 0Thank you very much for coordi
Youth Café was presented with thEommunity Leadership ous Project URGE sites today. It was such a worthwhile,
Quality Awardby the Youth Services Quality Council in rewarding experience for all of us. Our students came back
recognition of Opr oven c o nimd buhvermrefleciive dbout whatsheyadid thday ag wallo n -
tribution to youngpeopl e i raswhhta gréabserVice sacheorganizatian pravides tfoy thed

c o mmu n Mg. Krista Lewis, Williamson High School As-
Help is needed in these areas: sistantPrincipal & Community Service Coordinator

e Volunteers to commit to be onsite one or more Fridays _ S
a month in such areas as general supervision, food service Project URGE welcomes participation from other schools.
and clean up, Security' activity leader or guest Speaker Please contact us at: 585.223.8340 or PrOUrge@aOl.Com

e Donations: table games; recreational equipment; TV,
computer & monitor; art supplies, cash donations to assist ’
with Café monthly birthday celebration for the youth and

other special occasions. Assistance is also needed for room
design: painting, and decoration of the youth rooms ond2

floor of building to create a more colorful and welcoming
environment

Visitors are welcomed and youth groups from area
churches and community centers may come as a group
with their adult leadership to participate (such groups
should call in advance so dinner numbers can be adjusted
accordingly).

For more information or to volunteer, please call the
church at 5853288745 or email Rev. Phillips at
revaphillips@hotmail.com
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Youth Mission =

Praise + Worship + Dialogue + Work + Food + Fun

Join In and Become Part of the Equation!!

In December, discussion took place on beginning an effort and that works toward the set of goals given to us from the

to bridge the gap between youth in urban, suburban and  outset of this ministry.

rural areas, as well as the denominational divide. Many

churches were represented at the first meeting, andata John 172323 O My prayer is not for t

follow-up meeting on January 13At the January meeting  those who will believe in me through their message, that all of

the details of Project URGBHBh®m mdybeoret Fatfar, just s yddiare in meand | ana ia yotl.

were discussed. Presently there are six urban/suburban  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have

churches committed to the March weekend; however, we sent me. | have given them the glory that you gave me, that they

expect a few more to join the effort, as not everyone could may be one as we are one: | in them and you in me. May they be

attend the meeting. brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me
and have | oved them even as yol

The kick-off for this event will be Friday, March 28,

where youth will join for prayer and guided discussion. For more information please contact:

The youth will then will form teams that will meet on Sat-  Youth Pastor, Jon Stephen$) 3945857ext.118.

urday morning at soup kitchens, homeless shelters and

other service facilities. Through our work we will remem-

ber that service is a form of worship and honor to God. . . .
P Discussions about breaking down the

Early Saturday afternoon the groups will all meet back at barriers of poverty and racism.
one of our churches to have lunch. After lunch the groups

will reflect on their service. Bible study, games and a dis- _ )
cussion will all serve in breaking down the barriers of pov- Service to our Community
erty and racism.

We will finish our day with pizza, wings, bowling and a
great time to celebrate our time together!

On Sunday, March30, we d 1l | meet at t
ple (COGICU) on Murray St., near Lyell Ave. for the 11am
service (this is optional). Later that evening some of the
youth will be volunteering to cook and serve at the annual
Project URGE Dinner at Fairport United Methodist

Church.

The plan is to continue with monthly meetings. The next
meeting in April, date to be determined will be hosted by a
suburban church. Our May meeting will then be hosted by m
an urban church. This effort will continue throughout the Lunch & Dinmer
year with the hope and promise that new relationships will !

be built and that many stereotypical walls will fall. Our

eyes are focused toward a weeklong mission event in 2009
in our own great City of Rochester!

Project URGE leaders are very excited about the opportu-
nity to fulfill a mission that God has planted in our hearts



Page 4 Project URGE Winter 2008 Newsletter

Where Are You - In the Hustle and Bustle?

(Wedre not talking about Christmas!)

So, let me ask, what argou doing? Okay, now what is your churcheally doing? Those are fairly innocuous questions,
are they not? But have YOU ever really thought about it?

If you feel threatened by the question before playing the answer, the initial reaction may strike a chord of defensiveness,
indicating that something is out of balance, or jbust pl ai
tle and bustle of life, so we never really have to answer it, or let alone, ask it! The second phase of this response is usually

our own rationalization relative to thehustle and bustlef our lives or the number of tasks we perform within our church

walls.

Have you noticed? There is a crises just about everywhere you look: Rochester, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Israel, Palestine,
Washington D.C., Pakistan, Iraq and perhaps even in your own home. Poverty, racism (ethnic conflict), religlmased

wars, and corruption account for the majority of systemic issues causing the decay of the world that we live in. The sce-
nario is reminiscent of the | ate 066006s and early 67006s. T
ally have not solved these deepoted problems that ripple throughout the world. And, have you noticed? Legislation

has not always succeeded in changing hearts or minds.

The majority of churchgoers are sitting on their handslow does this translate to those outside the faith? The words and
actions prescribed in the Bible dondt seem to resonate or
| too was once in this place and bore that same responsibility!

A December 24, 2007 article in the Wall Street Journal helps highlight the lack of sensitivity to the challenges that we

face.ol nfl atabl e yard de-growing decomting categony ia 2006 with feapke sperslBEO0mil-

lion in 2006, up from $100 million in 2003, according to Mintel International Group, amarkete s ear ch f i r m. 0 )
are most of these lawn ornaments ridiculous looking, but a waste of time, energy and resouncagine where that $500

million could have been spen{Thanks to my nephew, Casey, for that tidbit)

Have you noticed how many people get headlines in the paper, or television coverage, or the ear of a politician, that do

no more than squawk about the conditions of children, the poor and racism, yet, do relatively little or absolutely nothing

to advance the momentum for a positive change toward thos
street to talk to their neighbors in the ¢ huwgaonteohtheaativr gani z a
ity. Cdmon! Odwet Knolwe ihonesttrue. And, O0TheydlRealiThew We Ar €
same rings true with some organizations.

Letds also examine how many of wus |listen to o0talk radio o
equipped and informed to argue about the hot button political issues, but in reality do nothing to impact positive change

for the community in regard to those issues. It is much easier to set apart and divide, rather than spending quality time

focusing on the path Jesus really took to live out the example for us to follow.

There are a few questions thaEva&rytami Mg L Mushta t@ hadspdeaddt s nierw

nét the Christian religion made a difference commensurate
foll owers of Jesus to become a greater force for iftkmod i n
ence?

Havendt many of wus been asking these questions since we
the oestablishmento6 and left to find our oOown pathdé towar
church once again, because we trilkpow in our hearts and minds, the answers are there. How do we (Christians) align

our actions while growing so complacent, apathetic and powerless, with a seemingly untapped comprehension of key

verses in the Bible? How do we consciously reject thestle and bustle ? In order to have these words translate into




Project URGE Winter 2008 Newsletter Page 5

action, one must call upon the Holy Spirit and theact upon Philippians 2:12,13 0Therefor
the message in order to facilitate change. Many Christians are have always obeyednot only in my presence, but now
not bearing fruit because they are not following thectionplan ~ much more in my absende continue to work out your
nor are they even listening for the call to the plan! salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who
works in you to will and to act according to his good pur-
John 14:26,27 0But the Counspbee,o6the Holy Spirit, whom t
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will
remind you of everything | have said to you. Peace | leave by Garry Manuel
with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the Director and Founder of Project URGE
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid. o

John 15: 16 oO0You did not choo
pointed you to bear fruitd fruit that will last. Then the Father
will give you whatever you ask in my name. This is my com-
mand: Love each other. o

Attending church for one or two hours each week is not be-
coming part of an action plan. Hopefully church will inspire
and inform us to live out our faith moving toward action, but
the truth is that most of the inspiration has been drowned out
by the time the Sunday afternoon NFL game gets tuned in,
and if not then, by Monday as we become immersed in our oc-
cupations and family obligations.

Il dm certain you have noticed
tians become when responding to catastrophic events such as
9/11 or a hurricane Katrina. My point is simply that we need a
more consistent and unified effort on a daily basis, not just
reacting in the final moments of catastrophic tragedies. The
problems are indeed intensifying below the surface and now
visibly bubbling up! Will Christians continue to wait for the
worst or until it knocks on their door to act?
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| have maintained there needs to be a wdticused, holistic
approach to meeting the challenges. This will require prayer,
intellect, hands, feet and finance®Vhere are you™hen will
you and the church tackle the question?
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We in Project URGEInvite youto become involved in chang-
ing the landscape and begin making a difference now. Assess
what constit bustleandhusted aomwh @o
carving out dedicated time (just as you would for taking your
son/daughter to a sporting activity or watching a football
game) for serving to make an impact in critical need areas. A
partial listing of serving opportunities can be found within this
newsletter. You can also phone;raail or visit our website
www.projecturge.org for further information or discussion
around how you or your church might find opportunities to
make a difference.

.Proverbs 3:27 (‘).DO not withho Where Are YOU’?

it, when it is in your power
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URGENt Presentation& Tour

Once again on the Saturday morning of November 3, 2007,
Project URGEhosted its fifth year of presentations and tour
of Rochester organizations, ministries and agencies, and
their facilities.

There are committed people and organizations in our com-
munity who diligently face staggering societal challenges
daily. To a large extent, their stories fly well below the ra-
dar screen of the communities, neighborhoods and churches
who may be able to support them both financially and
through volunteerism. This is a chance for churches, indi-
viduals, funders and government officials to meet with rep-
resentatives of the organizations, as well as tour some of the
area homeless shelters, soup kitchens, drug and alcohol re-
hab facilities, c4chdolproggams,s m
learning in more detail about how their efforts are benefit-
ing the community. Our hope has always been that spend-
ing a Saturday morning with us will lead folks to becoming
informed about some of these vital initiatives, which in turn
might open the door to greater volunteer participation, un-
derstanding and strengthening of support community. Pro-
ject URGE is confident that with any new volunteer, there

is a high probability that a friend, family member or associ-
ate will join the effort in the future. One of our affiliate or-
ganizations still receives a monthly donation from a person
who took the tour four years ago! There are a few groups of
people who have been serving monthly at homeless shelters

since our very first tour.! Grace Community Village, Mercy Residential, Sanctuary
House, Francis Center, Community Lutheran Ministry,

The presentation and tour once again commenced from  Friends Helping Friends, Salvation Army, Crosswinds
Browncroft Community Church. Browncroft sits on the Downt own, Momdés In Touch, Outr

border of the city and suburbs and has plenty of parking, lenge and Project URGE.

which enables us to disperse quickly to the tour destina-

tions. Many of the ministries and organizations are located  Thjs year Project URGE combined the tour with the

in close proximity to each other, diminishing the time spent  Coatlink mission that takes place each Fall. At the tour site
in vehicles, allowing enough time for some questions and e collected coats, gloves, mittens, hats, canned goods and

personal chatter. non-perishables. Participants of the tour were able to drop
off items as they entered and several churches brought bags
In past tours over 70% of the participants had never of clothing. These goods are distributed to many agencies
known about the activities of the organizations or about the gffiliated with Project URGE, that help the under
possibilities of volunteeripdurced thisfashe fistydar weirRlSded fdoFiterisCsd I C €

fered. Approximately 55 people participated inthe presen- t her e wasnét anApershablessdance of n
tation and tour, coming mainly from churches. Participants
came from all over the Rochester arédirom the southeast  Tour organizers were primarily Deacon, Ron Tocci (Church
in Rushville (east of Canandaigua) to Brockport and in be-  of Assumption), Jane Ames (Project URGE) and Garry
tween. Manuel (CWC & Project URGE director). We thank Food-
link (especially Tom Foster, Jack Montague and Frances
Tour participants were able to meet with representatives  pesavento) for the continental breakfast food provided and

from Foodlink, Rochester Family Mission, Risego, Recov-  tg Glenn Miller for coordinating the setip and facility use
ery House of Rochester, His Branches, Embracing Options, at Browncroft Community Church.
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URGENt continued Coatlink 2007
Results & Donations
Thanks al so go to Robert s \IACOIC_yClII TUT T T yYyTUS c T I T T or

Christian Social Ministries for use of the van and intern

Jamie Mort, as well as our other drivers: Chris Boss (CWC

Jacobb6s Ladder team,
Smith (Church of Christ & Rochester Recovery House),

Proje ,c tnatl?_pﬁs(qsemelkas mlelguaIs donahon )

James West (director of Teen Challenge), Bonita Osbourne

(Outreach Temple), Ron Tocci and Garry Manuel.

Additional thanks go to our collectors and sorters: Fred
Stresing (St. Bridgets,
Pridey (Fairport UMC, Coatlink leader, Project URGE
board), Cindy Mead (Walnut Hill CC) and Glenn Miller
(Browncroft CC).

oWhat is missing in our wur
have plenty of church buildings, members, and activities.
But where are the discipl@so

Pastor, Dr. Tony Evans

1 Timothy 6:17, 18 0 Comman
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is uncertain, but to put their hope in God,
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.
Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, angd

be generous and willing taqg
Psalm 133:1 OHow good and
|l ive together in unity!é

,
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We thank following churches from whom we received do-
V an

c't or

* Browncroft Commumty Church

* Crosswinds Wesleyan Church (Youth Group)

* Ogden Presbyterian

* Qutreach Temple (COGICU)

* Falrpor Methodis
ea?va &é?c |n Nevc\j/[arﬁ am),

Volunteers at the collection site included:
* Kathryn Pridey 6 Fairport UMC
* Glenn Miller 8 Browcroft CC

a n CindgMepdd WalnutHHl€C g i sci pl es .
* Fred Stresingd St. Bridgets in Bloomfield

Kat hryn

Donations were delivered to:
* Rochester Family Mission
* Qutreach Temple
" papciuary Hpuse  ar e
* Grace Community Village
* Francis Center
* Joy Community Church
* Teen Challenge

share Hor seds

collected appraximately 15 Iks. offepd n

rich in

Friend

Apparel collected included:

We

this

brothers

* 12 bags of womends coats (-

* 6 bags of mends coats (~90)

* 6 bags of childrends coats

* 5 bags of sweaters (~200)

* 2 bags of assorted kidds cl

* 3 bags of assorted womenss

* 3 bags of assorted mends cl

* 1 bag of assorted teends cl

* Approximately 60 blankets

* Approximately 75 sheets

* Approximately 25 towels (new and used)

* 1 large shopping bag of hats

* 1 large shopping bag of mittens and gloves

* 2 large shopping bags of scarves

* 1 large tote box of assorted shoes and boots

* 2 large boxes of new hats, gloves, scarves and mittens
(provided to Ruth Fisher for Christmas at the shelters)

* 5 new cats (1 mends, 1 wo me

* Other assorted items
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Summer Camp 2008

Although winter is still with us, 942 Joseph Avenue is We have a need for your financial support as well. The cost
humming with plans for the 2008 Summer Camp. After a per child for six (6) weeks of camp is $750.00 . That's $25 per

long winter all the children are looking forward to the child per day or $125.00 per week. We are looking to minister
excitement of summer fun. ttoB30150 hemiclddr ¢émtfsont ot e demhme re.

the first day of camp on July 7th. Fund raising, events you can support our children this year?
planning and logistics...
Love you!!
Clowns, field trips to churches, parks...what Miss Maggie Harris
about a picnic at the park?...reptile shows, ice
cream bars...ALL you can eat!pizza...what
about hiking?...crafts...daisy chains...climbing
rocks for summer fun!!...reading a bookyriting
an essay..It's all part of Summer fun!!

Would your church or organization want to sponsor a
day or two, maybe even a week? The week of July
14,15,16,17 and 18 is taken for agesi®by Fairport
United Methodist Church. We STILL need sponsors for
the other weeks. Each week we leave Wednesdays open
for skating.
Camp Dates for 2008
July 7-August 15, 2008

A Day at Summer Camp
At Community Lutheran Ministries

Nore: excldes Maggies salocy
B Counselors B Transportation OAdmissions [ Administration

W Custodians Crafts B Snacks
Sources of Income: Department of Social Services $865
All Others $1.635

Total per Day $2,500
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Come Join the FUN!!!

Pastor joins CLM Board

The board of Community Lutheran Ministry is pleased to
announce that Rev. Keith Knupp, pastor of Trinity Lu-
theran Church in Spencerport, NY, has joined the board gs
an ex officio member. Pastor Keith brings with him a lov
of God and an interest in inner city ministries.

11

Our church has been privileged to be a host church for Miss

Maggi eds Summer Camp for the past 4 years.
we hosted all 120+ children and for the past 3 years we have
hosted the older children, ages 4i66. Each and every year
has a been a blessing and holds special memories. My most
recent memories from this past summer are the children
responding so positively to Chris Cuby and Tony Jordan
from R.0.0.T.S.(Recognizing Others Outstanding Talents).
Chris and Tony helped the children to consider what traits
and characteristics they need to develop in order to be suc-

cessful. They emphasized education and personal integrity.
Stop the

On a typical day the children and youth arrive around Violence March
9:30am. Each morning we schedule a classrelearning

type setting. Miss Maggie and the adult counselors empha-
size the need to include reading and writing exercises to con-
tinue development of the chi
years we have held discussions about music and media and
their influence on the culture and many other topics relevant
to their lives. The children and youth have shared their .
hopes and dreams as well as their fears and disappointmentsis

We have lunch around Noon. In the past we have relied on
Foodlink to provide lunches and have also been blessed with
other churches participating by providing lunch for us!!

After lunch we typically go outside, weather permitting, and

participate in activities such as canoeing on the canal, visit- Talent Day Picnic

ing the Perinton Recreationds Agquatic Cent
the park and many more.

The children and youth are accompanied by adult counselors
who are with the children all summer. Their relationships

Rocket Launching

er

with their children allow the host churches to focus entirely
on the programming and the establishing of new relation-
ships with the children and youth.

I look forward to the familiar faces of the children that at-
tend Summer Camp each year. | am always excited to see
the new faces that join us! We all grow and learn by being
together for this time. My summer would not be complete
without a visit from Commun

Pam Renfrdi Fairport United Methodist Church

The

Mountain climbing
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